Welcome to St. Virgil’s…
Mass Intentions for the Week
Sat., Dec, 1

5:00 PM

Sun., Dec. 2

7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

Mon., Dec. 3
Tues., Dec. 4
Wed., Dec. 5

Thurs., Dec. 6
Fri., Dec. 7

Sat., Dec. 8

Sun., Dec. 9

12:00 PM
6:30 AM
12:10 PM
6:30 AM
12:10 PM
6:30 AM
12:10 PM
6:30 AM
12:10 PM
6:30 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 AM
5:00 PM

7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM

This Week at St. Virgil’s

John Toye
Ann Marie Lagan
Lucette Mazzoccoli
Ann Amato
Harvey Sturdivant
Richard “Richie” Monica
Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio
Gus Russo
Craig Davidson
Geddy Kairaitis—16th Anniversary
Dina Pallotta
Michael Capolla
Debbie Lucia
Msgr. Leo Carey
Anthony F. Yavorski-1st Anniversary
Mae Donnelley
Barbara Caroselli
Leonard Giaco
Mary
Arway—Special
Intentions
Linda P. McCabe
Anthony Carvagno
Jack Schultz
Frances McConvery
Patricia Young
Alfredo Rocca
Lawanda Bell—Special Intentions
Anthony Carvagno
Mickey Nodoro
Jamie Hunter
Phyllis & Frances D’Annunzio
Phyllis & Frances D’Annunzio
Joanne Obata
Quadalupe dela Cruz, Sr.
Margaret Husti
Lucille Schadt
Josephine Underhill

Sunday, December 2
Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 AM, CR
Welcome Sunday, 9 – 11:30 AM, TC
Christmas Bazaar, 10 AM – 2 PM, Gym
PREP K-4, 10:15-11:45 AM, School
Advent Wreath Making, 11:30 AM – 1 PM, Cafeteria
Youth Band Practice, 5 – 6 PM, Church
Monday, December 3
Miraculous Medal Novena following 6:30 AM Mass
Jr. High PREP, 7 PM, School
Tuesday, December 4
Return Support Group 11 AM, TC
Rosary Society, 7 PM, TC
Blue Christmas, 7:30 PM, Church
Wednesday, December 5
Reconciliation for 2nd Graders, 4 & 6 PM, Church
RCIA, 7 PM, CMR
Thursday, December 6
Bible Study, 10:30 AM, TC
Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30 PM, Chapel
Bible Study, 7 PM, Library
Friday, December 7
Eucharistic Adoration following the 6:30 AM Mass
Vigil Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
7:30 PM, Church
Saturday, December 8
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass at 8 AM
Confessions, 3:30 – 4:15 PM, Church
Morris County Choral Society Show, 8 PM, Church
Sunday, December 9
Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 AM, CR
Youth Mass, 12 Noon
Morris County Choral Society Show, 3 PM, Church
1st Year FISH, 6:30 PM, School

Ministry Schedule for December 8 and 9
Cantor
Lector
Altar Servers
Extraordinary
Ministers

5:00pm Vigil
Frank Kelly
Rick Kane

Marianne Altrui
Marie Hantak
Helen Salerno
Pete Sesso
Nicea D’Annunzio

7:30am
D & M Schulz

Jackie Donnelley
Beverly Morgan
Debbie Richenaker
Gary Richenaker

9:00am
Janet Winston
John Trombetta
Breanna Barter
Chris Urriola
Dianne DeLorenzo
Joe DeLorenzo
Bill Hoferer
Chris Letta
Bernadette Mauser

10:30am
Jonathan Blanco
D & J McKenna
Michael Szoke
Viji Alex
Maureen Kelly
Karen Schwingel

12:00 noon
Youth Choir
Youth Minister
Victoria Coté
Michael Gopon
Kelly Burrows
Andrew DeBlock
John FitzPatrick
Renee Gopon
Tina Gopon
Christine Rosamond

Among Ourselves
We offer our prayerful condolences to the family and friends of Marion Bracale, Hank Sawoski, Alfredo Rocca, Leonard Giaco and
Nancy Lovenberg who were called home to the Lord this week. We pray that Marion, Hank, Alfredo, Leonard and Nancy rest peacefully
with the Lord.
Through the waters of Baptism, we welcome to the parish family, Eleanor Nina Clifford, daughter of Timothy & MariaLina.

Please remember in your prayers: Mary Eileen
Prisinzano, Noreen Ballon, Eileen Langan, Karen
Cullen, Mary Sullivan, Colleen Dillon & Family, Bob
Taylor, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Kamasha Redhead, Stephen Burke,
Sandra Buck, Janet Dittrich, Tammy Dolan, Mallory Miller, Miah
Tully, Domenico & Teresa Procopio, Anne Benson, Baby Emma
Scannelli, Barbara Bock, Mary Maffeo, & Rose Marie Warrick.
Advent is here again! This is a
renewed opportunity to meet the
requirements of preparing for the
Gift of God Himself in allowing
Jesus to be born in us. Consider
Fr. Lance’s Letter becoming a little more scriptural:
live in Nazareth. This village at the
time of Mary and Joseph was almost unknown, fairly unpopular
(“nothing good ever comes from Nazareth”), poverty and lack of
basic amenities were the hallmark of Nazareth. Yet, people lived
in Nazareth. They eked out a living, many working in the nearby
Roman Garrison Settlement of Sepphoris, some 4 miles northwest of Nazareth.
This insignificant village was visited by the Angel Gabriel, sent by
God to tell Mary that God favored her. She was to be the mother
of His son, Jesus. This is the focal point of Advent: The Coming
of Jesus into our lives. We are asked to make space in the center
of our lives, because God wants to be born anew in us.
It is easier for parents to recall how excited, apprehensive, joyfilled, anxious, hopeful and planning they were. In spite of the
pressure of work and other duties, they were able to find time to
clear up time and space for the birth of their new child. Space for
the new baby at home had to be planned for; time scheduled for
visits to the doctor; diet restrictions and many other odds and
ends.
Advent requires us to make space and time for the Coming of

Through your generous donations the collection for the weekend
of November 24/25 was $9,708 (In-pew donations $7,764 and
$1,944 through Faith Direct. The Thanksgiving collection was
$1,380. Your generosity will allow us to continue to provide for
the services, ministries and outreaches that our parish supports.
Jesus. Interior silence is not optional; emptying oneself for God
is essential. Clearing up space, de-cluttering, decorating, are part
of the Advent scenarios. Make space for God: prayer, Eucharist,
Reconciliation, visiting the Blessed Sacrament in church, reading
scripture and books of our faith, letting Advent music lead us
gently into the spirit of holy expectation, control food and drink
intake (fasting).
What you do during Advent may seem burdensome or
bothersome. However, God sends His Angel to us during
Advent. God finds us very favorable to be born in us. So walk
with Mary this Advent Season and make a time of Grace, Beauty,
Hope and Joy.
- We’d like to welcome Fr. George Collins, S.J. from the Jesuit
Loyola House in Morristown. He will be celebrating the 12:00
noon Mass. We thank Fr. George for graciously agreeing to
minister to our parish and are most grateful for his kindness,
dedication and care of us.
- We welcome back our Deacon Rich who had to deal with
surgery and radiation. He has recuperated to some extent and is
willing to get back to serve our parish.
- Kindly continue your prayers for Fr. Daniel. May he find peace
and full recovery from his lower back surgery.
May God restore us in faith, confirm us in love, and strengthen us
in hope - for a Blessed, prayer-filled and spiritual Advent - Fr.
Lance

Parish Postings
Oplatke, the special Christmas wafers, are available for your
Holiday celebrations. You can pick them up at the Parish Office
on Mondays – Fridays from 9:00am – 4:00pm. A free-will
donation will be accepted.
RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT FUND: Next weekend, Sister
Josephine Palmeri, MPF, Spanish Teacher at Villa Walsh
Academy, Morristown, will speak on the Religious Retirement
Fund. From 1900 to the 1960"s, "The Golden Age of Vocations,"
thousands of young people entered religious life. Today religious
orders experience a "vocation crisis," with few young members to
continue their mission. Sister Palmeri will speak on this
experience.
Blue Christmas Prayer Service ~ Tuesday, December 4, at
7:30 PM: Please join us for a Blue Christmas service, a quiet
service of worship that recognizes the Christmas season as a
difficult time for many who are coping with stress, grief from loss
or illness. This service will feature special selected hymns and
music, a message of consolation and hope, and a lighting of
candles in recognition of collective grief and loss. All are
welcome. Refreshments will be served. Sponsored by Arbor Terrace
and St. Virgil’s Church, the Presbyterian Church of Morris Plains and St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Calling all Prime Time members!!
We will be celebrating our Christmas party on Friday, Dec. 21, at
1 PM in the Tracy Center. Come wearing your best Christmas
sweater/sweatshirt (or ugly Christmas sweater, if you have one!),
as we have planned a fun afternoon for all of us. Please bring with
you a donation of $10, and a roll of toilet tissue. We will be having
a variety of small sandwiches, some chips and salads for our party
fare. We are promised some delicious desserts for our gathering
as well. We will have our membership lists available for
distribution, as we were snowed out of our November meeting,
and of course, our usual 50/50 drawing. So, come one, come
all......bring your party spirit and let us enjoy each other for a fun
afternoon. Any questions? Please call Kathy Sisler (973-5391379). See you all on Friday, Dec. 21st, at 1PM.

Lynch Creek Farms Fundraiser: Centerpieces, Wreaths,
Tabletop Christmas Trees? Purchase your handcrafted, elegant
evergreen products online and support St. Virgil Parish. Ships
direct in a decorative box from Lynch Creek Farms, a family
owned
business.
Order
online
at
www.lcffundraising.com/c/157503.

Sessoespresso Gourmet Coffee: At Sessoespresso Gourmet
Coffee, we believe a cup of coffee can make a difference. Why?
Our Charity is to help those suffering with addiction and
supporting St. Virgil’s Parish. Purchasing a case of 8 (12) bags, or
6 boxes of (72) K-cups Sessoespresso will make a $6 donation for
cases sold. Our donation will help the needs of local Rehab
Centers and St. Virgil’s Parish. Choose a Rehabilitation Center,
and/or St. Virgil’s Church for Sessoespresso to donate. Go to
www.sessoespresso.come and find out more information on each
Rehabilitation Center, and also St. Virgil’s Church’s participation
on our Charity Page. To obtain a 15% discount for cases, use
code Sesso15. To obtain the 10% discount for any other item,
use code Sesso10. Thank you for your support to help those
battling with substance abuse and giving to St. Virgil’s Church.
Stained Glass Christmas Ornaments: Bring home
one of St. Virgil’s beautiful windows for your Christmas
tree this year! Need a gift for a friend, a child who is
living in another state, a teacher, a grandparent? Your purchase
will help the Music Ministry’s ongoing projects. There are 10
ornaments in the series and each one is framed in brass. All are
suitable as Christmas Ornaments or as window suncatchers.
Actual size is 2 x 3 ¾”. Ornaments are being sold behind the
Altar weekends through December 22/23. They will also be
available during the Christmas Bazaar. Except for the Ascension
window which is $25; the other nine in the collection are $20 each.
All profits will be used to further the Music Ministry. Thank you
for your support.
The Fall Yankee Candle Fundraiser to support SAINT VIRGIL
PARISH
continues
through
December
31
at
www.yankeecandlefundraising.com. Enter ‘Group Number’
(990036689) in the ‘Start Shopping’ section. Saint Virgil Parish
will earn 40% profit on every product sold. Contact Lynn Kelly
LynnNJ28@optonline.net with questions. To date, St. Virgil’s has
earned $19.86. Thank you for supporting our church.

Holiday Sing-Along
St. Virgil’s Rosary Society
in Conjunction with the Members of the Parish Choir
Tuesday, December 4, at 7 PM in the Tracy Center
The Rosary Society is kicking off the Christmas Season with a
Holiday Sing-Along with members of the parish choir. Come join
us for a festive evening of singing and fellowship. We ask that
you arrive at 6:45 PM since the choir will begin promptly at 7 PM.
As always, friends are welcome. Refreshments will be served.
Note to Rosary Society Members: you can bring your new,
unwrapped items for the Jersey Battered Women’s Service
collection, as well as wrapping paper you may have. If you cannot
attend the meeting, please drop off items at the Rectory. A
donation of $1 may be given to purchase Food Pantry items, in
lieu of a canned good.
2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Here I Am, Lord
As the year comes fast to an end, and many are planning on how
to make a final year-end charitable contribution that has the most
impact, please consider the many lives that are helped because of
the support given to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. These are your
neighbors, your friends, our senior priests and seminarians and
urban school students. All of us can play a part in the Bishop’s
Annual Appeal—as either a contributor to the cause or as a
recipient of its mission—and all are blessed as a result. Please
make the Bishop’s Annual Appeal a priority in your year-end
philanthropy. Gifts can be made by check, credit cards, through
gifts of securities or on-line at www.2018appeal.org. If you are 70
½ or over and have an IRA, you can receive a tax benefit by
instruction your IRA investment manager to donate your required
minimum istribution to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Please
consult your tax or financial advisor for more information.



Christmas Flowers
Each year, our flower memorial allows us to offer to God the best of what we can in worship, and it also allows
us to remember loved ones. If you wish to remember loved ones (living or deceased) or to make a gift in your
family’s name, please complete this form and return it to the Parish Office by Friday, December 14. A free-will donation will be accepted.
In memory of / for the special intention of:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________


Faith Formation
Religious Education Schedule for December
PREP K – 4
10:15-11:45 AM
December 2
December 16
December 4
Reconciliation for
2nd Graders

Jr. High PREP 5-8
Sunday: 1-3:15 PM
December 16
Monday: 7 – 8:15 PM
December 3 & 17

Jr. High Masses
9:00 AM
December 16

FISH (Confirmation)
6:30 PM
Dec. 9--1st Yr. FISH
Dec. 16--2nd Yr. FISH

Youth Masses
12:00 noon
December 9
December 24 – 6 PM

Men’s Cornerstone: “Did you ever wonder what kind of
gift you could give to a friend…a loved one…or even
yourself this coming Christmas? A gift that would leave a
lasting memory and even perhaps change someone’s life
for the better. What better way to show your concern than
to find a way to strengthen your personal relationship with Jesus Christ
and to gain a better understanding of God’s Plan for You. Be on the
lookout for the registration for the upcoming Cornerstone VII Retreat
scheduled for February 15 & 16 at Loyola.”

Men’s Retreat ~ The men of the parish are invited to the take part in a
retreat at Loyola Jesusit Center of Spirituality in Morristown, New Jersey.
The retreat will take place Friday, January 18, 6:00 PM to Sunday, January
20, 1:30 PM. Come and hear what God has to say to you in the silence of
your heart. You can register on line or for further information call
Michael Butchko 973-216-4874, or learn by visiting the www.loyola.org
or www.youtube.com/watch?v=k01re AtMPOM.

Ministries & Outreaches
Star of Bethlehem
It has been a tradition in our parish to begin our Christmas Outreach Program following the Thanksgiving holiday. For more than thirty years,
St. Virgil’s parishioners have shown their compassion for the poor by responding generously to the Star of Bethlehem trees.
Two trees with gift card requests are in our church the weekends of December 1/2 and December 8/9. Anyone wishing to contribute to this
outreach program can select an envelope from one of the trees on either side of the altar and purchase the fit card requested.
Please place the envelope with the enclosed gift card in one of the collection boxes under the trees. Please mark the amount on the fit card.
The gift cards are distributed to local charities which provide emergency shelter, food, clothing, and medicinal needs to families in desperate need. When
Christmas comes, and children are told “things are scarce this year, “our gift cards come to the rescue. To think that it is our gift cards that come to the
rescue help us to understand the true meaning of Christmas.
Gift cards will be sold at the main parking lot entrance after each Mass and during the week during regular Parish Office hours.
Thank you in advance for your kind generosity.

Jersey Battered Women’s Service Holiday Boutique
Every December, the Rosary Society sponsors a gift collection for the holiday boutique conducted by the Jersey Battered Women’s Service (JBWS) for its
clients. Last year over 200 families, including 445 children, received holiday gifts. Mothers select gifts of new toys and clothing donated by the local
community. Handmade gifts are especially appreciated. You can imagine a mother’s relief as she knows that she can give her children some joy in the holiday
season.
JBWS has requested that we consider gifts for teens and pre-teens although items for all ages are welcome. Suggested items are listed here, but a moredetailed list is available in the Parish Office:








Clothing for all ages (especially boots for ages 12 months-4 years)
Jewelry/wallets/purses/watches
Makeup/nail polish
Puzzles/books (no board games, please)
Crafts/science kits
Models (Lego, Minecraft, Matchbox, etc.)
Sports equipment

Please drop off your gifts (new and unwrapped) at the Parish Office no later than Tuesday, December 4. Unused wrapping paper (sheets, rolls), ribbons
and bows may be given separately. Rosary Society members may bring their gifts to the monthly meeting, also December 4.
All parishioners of St. Virgil’s are invited to participate and to make the holidays a bit brighter for these families.

OPERATION CHILLOUT OUTREACH
Operation Chillout is a local grassroots program which started out primarily assisting homeless Vietnam vets. Today, most are veterans of the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan. These vets are young – 20 to 30 years old – and many are women. They risk staying homeless and unemployed as many suffer from posttraumatic stress and other health conditions that increase their risk of death. Many choose to live outdoors rather than stay overnight in shelters. It is to this
group that Operation Chillout (www.operationchillout.org), now in its 18th year, provides the basic necessities to help them through the winter and summer
months.
Starting in early December, Operation Chillout volunteers will distributes backpacks filled with warm clothing and toiletries to over 1,000 homeless right
here in Morris and neighboring counties and eastern Pennsylvania.
St. Virgil Parish is a collection partner. We have been asked to provide only the items listed below for both men and women. Clothing must be new; please
provide only the items and sizes requested. We will have this collection from November 17 - December 2. Please place your gift in the carton beside
the altar. (*most-needed items)






Thermal underwear (L, XL, 2XL) *
Warm gloves (no leather, Gore-Tex preferred) *
Heavy, warm socks (wool/acrylic blend preferred)
Zipped hooded sweatshirt or heavy flannel shirt
Knit cap

If you prefer, cash or checks payable to either St. Virgil Church or Operation Chillout Inc. may be given instead of clothing. Please place your donation in
an envelope and drop it into the collection basket. The organization does not solicit, so you will not be contacted for additional support. Operation Chillout,
Inc. is a registered 501(c)(3) not for profit organization and is eligible for matching gifts and grants. Your contributions are tax deductible. Cash and checks
payable to St. Virgil’s will be used to purchase gloves and thermal underwear.
As we prepare to celebrate the Christmas season with friends and family, please think of those who have little to be thankful for and be as generous as you
can. Your generosity will be very much appreciated.

Weekly Reflections
First Sunday of Advent
Luke 21:25-28,34-35

time of the year, Christmas actually occurs on Christmas Eve with the
birth of Christ and continues until January 5.

Today we begin the new Church Liturgical Year. Luke, the author of the
Gospel of Compassion, starts this year off with serious reflection
“...nations will be in dismay. People will die of fright…” But again, Luke
reminds us that we are not alone when these events occur. “Then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory…”
We must be ready, “stand erect because our redemption is at hand.” We
are told by Luke not to be overcome by the anxieties of daily life “… be
vigilant...and pray you have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.”

For us Catholics, however, the time between Thanksgiving and
Christmas, “the Christmas season”, is actually the Advent season.
Unfortunately, Advent often gets lost in the hustle and bustle of
shopping, baking, office parties not to mention planning and traveling.
Aside from a few novelty Advent calendars, most non-Christians are not
exposed to the reality or the meaning of Advent. If they are, it doesn’t
seem to go much deeper than a “countdown to Christmas”.

The Old Testament reading today is from Jeremiah 33:14-16. It starts out
sounding very much like Luke. “The days are coming... when I will fulfill
the promise I made to the house of Israel and Judah...In those days, Judah
shall be safe...and Judah shall dwell secure; this is what they shall call her:
‘The Lord our Justice.’” God is telling us that things will look bad, but
He will be there to get us through. This sounds not like a promise for
eternity, but like God’s daily promise of help.
Each reading is focusing on the future. Advent also focuses on our future.
We are waiting, but for what? The arrival of an Infant Savior, or an eternal
resting place? Since the New Testament fulfills the Old, it is ever so
exciting that we are being told that this coming, this birth of a very
important Child, is not the end story. Nor is the Resurrection of Christ
the end game, or our death. For at the resurrection of all of us, we shall
meet the Lord of Justice. This is what we are awaiting - the coming, the
Advent of His joining us in our journey to Him.
Luke is telling us that Christ was promising to be here with us, from the
beginning to the end. He fulfilled His promise with the Incarnation; and
we wait every day to find Him in our lives. We wait for Him to come in
the eternity He promised.
In this conflicted world of ours, let us set aside our problems and quietly
prepare for His coming today, tomorrow and for eternity.

Oh come , Oh come, Emmanuel, we are waiting.

EVANGELIZATION CORNER
For many people in our Western secular world, the Christmas
season starts right after Thanksgiving Day and ends with the
opening of gifts on Christmas Day.
In spite of all the Christmas carols and hymns we hear during the entire
month of December and all the holiday festivities that surround this

So slow down for just a few minutes, take a deep breath and reflect on
the real meaning of the season. Advent is both the end of the old and the
beginning of a new church year. It is a time when we begin looking to the
future while looking to the past; looking with anticipation to both the
birth of Jesus and the day when the risen Jesus will come again. It is the
season for preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ in our midst.
Our Catholic faith has always been about the past, present, and future!
And, Advent is a mysterious time of the year. In spite of what we may
say, most of us don’t want our faith to be nice, simple, and easy to figure
out. We love mystery, hope, expectation, and drama. We should embrace
this Advent season rather than rushing through it. This season, with its
sense of mystery, can be used as a tool to speak to family and friends. It
provides a perfect window for outreach that’s substantially bigger than
the usual Christmas evangelism window. It provides a window of
opportunity for reaching out to new people and sharing the message of
Christ’s love with people who don’t worship and love Him.
Some ideas for sharing the Good News of Jesus during this season
include:

 Taking a neighbor to St. Virgil’s “Holiday Sing-Along”.
 Selecting an envelope from the “Star of Bethlehem Christmas Tree”
and purchasing a gift certificate for a family in need.

 Participating in “Operation Chillout” by providing local homeless
Vietnam vets with basic necessities to help them through the winter.

 Providing a gift for the “Jersey Battered Women’s Service Holiday
Boutique”.
May His grace be with each of us as we continue on our journey with
Jesus.
St. Virgil’s Evangelization Ministry

